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MAY 3 1996

The Honorable Paul Simon
United States Senate
462 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 2051 ()-1~02

(UPy,.,
Dear Senator Simon: UHI'" .

;1()~V,4,/
(

Thank you for your letter of March J 4. 1996. on behalf of your constituent,
Charles W. Scholz, regarding the Commission's decision to freeze acceptance of paging
applications. Mr. Scholz expresses concern that the suspension of processing of paging
applications will adverselv affect small businesses that provide paging services.

The Commission is currently conducting a rulemaking proceeding that proposes to
transition from licensing paging frequencies on a transmitter-by-transmitter basis to a
geographic licensing approach, using auctions to award licenses where there are mutually
exclusive applications. In conjunction with that proceeding, the Commission initially froze
processing of applications for paging frequencies. On April 23, 1996, the Commission
released a First Report and Order in WT Docket 96-18 and PP Docket 93-253, which adopted
interim measures governing the licensing of paging systems and partially lifted the interim
freeze for incumbent paging licensees. For your convenience and information, enclosed is a
copy of the Press Release concerning the First Report and Order, which includes a summary
of the principal decisions made. Specifically. small and medium sized incumbent paging
companies will be permitted to expand their service areas if the proposed new site is within
65 kilometers (40 miles) ()f an authorized and operating site. These interim rules will remain
in effect until the Commission adopts final rules in the paging proceeding.

Thank you for your inquiry.

Sincerelv.
.--'"

cet:~
Chief. Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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March 14,

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N
Washingt D.C. o~·

Dear Cha~l~~~~~

COMMITIEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275

L996

It has recently come to my attention that pending a possible
transition to geographic licensing and competitive bidding l the
Commission has indefinitely frozen applications for paging licenses
in the 900 megahertz bands. Although I have been told that the
freeze is an interim measure, it is also my understanding that it
iS I for now l open-ended. I am not thoroughly familiar with every
aspect of this matter, but I have concerns about the indefinite
duration of the freeze. It is my hope that as the Commission
continues its consideration of changes to the wireless
communications rules, that you will quickly provide some certainty
in this area.

I am also enclosing a copy of a letter from Charles W. Scholz,
Mayor of Quincy, Illinois, who also has serious concerns about the
effect of the freeze on the local economy there.

I appreciate your attention to this matter and I look forward to
your response.

My best wishes.

pa'::'-:!n
U . ~l ~;i~\)r
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OFPlCE 01' nm MAYOR
cmOPQUINCY

x..rch ~2, 1tt6

'ederal com.ualoat1onl~••J.on
1919 W Street XW
Wuhinqtcn, I).C. 20554

RJ: J Proposed P:..208 on Licen.e Appl.i.ca..i:icna for
900 Mhz COCIaIunioaticm knd

1)e... 8£.&1

! am W1"J.t..La9 ~o eff.r offioial COIIIID8nta reqardino the "~y .eh
cS8C£.II~cm of t~ 'Meral CCIIIIiUr\J.Cation- COD'S 001.011 to freu. &pplj,aa~;.cna

foz: li.oliuw811 thZ'OQvhcut c.rt~in p&lJil19 8YS~, Thia 4ee1.1On 1\&' a
very detriment.l effect; on the ec:on.oary ot :lZY COIIlII\lft1ty. %~ hu~
••t.L=&~ed that ~i. deci.ion could reault i~ • 10•• ot .12 .illion
<SoHara in s&1•• to the Cle!1ayre '1'Oc:Moloqie. CClCIpey which hal .. lL.""QQ
m&nuf&eturinq pb.nt. loc:ate4 in. Qu.i:u:;{, Illinoi.s.

QleAAyre T8c:b.aQ1OQiee hal been ODe of the l:>r1qht••t .pot. Oil ehe
economic developDeAt hod.&on in ..at:.~ Illinoi. for the~ 1ttftZ'&:. (

~Ar'. 'this is &n &rea t~t ",aa ba;od. hU d\U'J.=v the 1"01 an4 19808 and
hall ::ebounded in 1ar9' _&~ d\lCt to .the cUver8itic"tion of ow:
~n4uat::i&1 bace throy;n expana10n lntc areas l~ the electronic. fiald.
Glan.1ly~e '1'echnoloqi•• ha. bL:'ecl neU'ly 200 workers in our cit.y over ~h.

pa.t. year and recen~ly d.dLca~ed & 61,000 ~. t~. ad41t1oA ~ the ~1~~

they ewn in our iM"'8tri.&1 park. I~ aclcS1tJ..oft, the£.: .\lCC••• hal had a
ripple ef~~ throuqhout our local eco~'~ftcl =any of ~L= .uppl1e~.

h.~ $.Xpuc1ad a. ""Ill. l'he f1". now _ploys no ~lA and ill one o!
the l&rqest eccapa.n.iea in 'hL. u ••• -

Glena)"zoe '1'eChnolovi.. NUl been ;a lDOdel corporate citizen and hay
);)een ve-&y aO'tLv. ~ Ln¥01.'teCI J.A many pol1.e1.ve FO~rUl' £on oou 01::y.
Plea8e conai<le2! the neq&t1~~ th:La 4ea1aioB veulcl ha.ve Oft the
oj.t:.,u,cma of w..t.~Q Illi.noill. It ill ou.:: underllt.anc1inq t.ha1: this
decision h.a nothinq to do with any problems with ~ frequency and
should not af feet. the IDO......-nt. 1:0 188uca liccme.. on a gG~r:z.phic basi.s.
It 1m our belief thAt A decia£.Oft nee to fr.... applicat10n. 10: lLo.n.•••
in the 900 Hh.w cc:-..wsi.caU.on DaM WO\ll4 be in the 1:>••t inter." of
eve~ne in 'ehe ~8OIl&1 ccawnL=aU.cma indy.try. '1'haM YOU 1o" you;:
t;hou~'t:tul eC>Mic!erati.cn of the fOr1!9O.lng.

~18. W. Scholz
Mayor

~S:jlh
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